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Distribution of U.S. Population by Race
US Census 2000
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Population Projections by Race and Ethnicity
2010-2050



Changes in the Class Distribution by Race
1960-2007
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Economic Status of the Black and White Population
1968 to 2008
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Key National Indicators of Well-Being by Race
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Original Racial Attitudes Questions:
General Social Survey 1972-1973
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Whites’ Attitudes toward Racial Principles



Whites’ Belief that Home Sellers Can
Discriminate in Sales by Education & Region



Blacks’ Attitudes toward Racial Principles



Multiethnic Neighborhood Showcard Experiment
2000 General Social Survey



White Opposition to a Close Family Member
Marrying a Member of Another Racial Group



Blacks’ Attitudes toward Government Aid for Blacks



Whites’ Trait Ratings of Whites’ Industriousness
and Intelligence in Comparison to Blacks



White Explanations for Racial Socioeconomic Inequality
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Explanations for Racial Socioeconomic Inequality
by Education and Age across Selected Years



Explanations for Racial Socioeconomic Inequality
by Education and Age across Selected Years



Explanations for Racial Socioeconomic Inequality
by Education and Age across Selected Years



Explanations for Racial Socioeconomic Inequality
by Education and Age across Selected Years



Belief that Blacks Should Overcome Prejudice
without Special Favors



Pre-election Vote Intention by Demographic
Characteristics
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Conclusions

1. Fundamental racial group boundaries and
identities remain alive and well in the United
States.
– These boundaries are under pressure from population

trends that include immigration and high rates of
intermarriage and mixed background off-spring

– The great Black versus White divide may transform
into a Black versus Non-Black divide with considerable
latitude of mobility for groups defined as in between
or “Honorary White”



Conclusions, cont.

2. Despite considerable growth in the size and
resources of the Black middle class there remain
substantial economic disadvantages that
separate even relatively high achieving Blacks
from what might otherwise seem White peers.
– Black exposure to poverty remains much more likely,

more intense, and of longer duration
– Blacks remain residentially segregated from Whites
– Blacks of otherwise middle class educational

attainment, occupational status and even high income
remain far behind comparable Whites in wealth and
capacity to secure a particular standard of living



Conclusions, cont.

3. Jim Crow Racist ideology continues to recede as
a political and cultural force.  Laissez Faire
Racism, a qualitatively different, lesser, and more
permeable form of anti-Black ideology has risen
in its place.
– Negative stereotyping of Blacks remains common

though there appear to be key changes in the
character of these stereotypes (i.e., more cultural
than biological, more qualified than categorical)

– Opposition to an idea of government obligation to
ameliorate specific Black disadvantage has arguably
never been high and shows no sign of changing

– Blacks are seen as responsible for their own
disadvantaged circumstances with structural sources
seen as of declining importance to explaining Black-
White inequality, even among Blacks themselves


